
TOWNSHIP OF INDIANA       
PUBLIC HEARING

Act 172-Tax Credits to Volunteers 
November 14, 2017

A public hearing was held to take public comment on the possible adoption of an Ordinance
Authorizing Earned Income Tax Credits (Act 172 tax credits) for Volunteers at Fire Companies
and EMS providers.  The meeting was called to order at 9:03 p.m. by  Mayor Darrin Krally, and
was recorded on audio cassette.  It was duly advertised on October 25, 2017, in the “Valley
News Dispatch”.

Supervisors in attendance were  Al Kaan, Darrin Krally, Paul Jorgensen, Michael Schurko, and
Daniel L. Taylor.  Also in attendance were Manager Daniel Anderson, Code Enforcement
Officer Jeffrey Curti, Public Works Superintendent Larry Smith, Recording Secretary Carolyn
Kustra, and Solicitor Irving Firman.

Mr. Anderson said North Hills COG Members have developed a model ordinance to Authorize
Tax Credits for Volunteers at Fire Companies and EMS providers.  A resolution has also been
prepared that includes the criteria agreed upon by the NHCOG Fire Chief’s Association for a
volunteer to be eligible for certification under the Volunteer Service Credit Program.

Volunteers at a municipality that adopts this ordinance this year may claim a credit of up to
$300 on their earned income tax return for next year.  The credit is a fixed amount and may not
exceed the individual’s tax liability.  The local tax collections district’s EIT return form will allow
a volunteer to claim the authorized credit when filing the return next year.  Act 172 tax credits
do not apply to school districts, so the EIT return will only allow a volunteer to apply the credit
to the volunteer’s EIT liability to the municipality.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Ed Banks of Dorseyville Volunteer Fire Department, asked if this applies to individuals from our
Township who volunteer in other communities.  Mr. Anderson said it does not.  The proposed
Ordinance only provides this for those volunteering for a service provider in Indiana Township,
that live in Indiana Township.  It can be amended to include those that live here and volunteer
elsewhere as well as provide reciprocity with other municipalities.

Jeff Jones, Indiana Township Volunteer Firefighters Association President, asked how this will
be funded.  Mr. Anderson said it will come from Earned Income Tax money collected by the
Township; a reduction in revenues is expected.  Mr. Jones said the Association is  not in favor
of this..

John Rex, Middle Road Volunteer Fire Department Chief, asked what the purpose of this
proposal is.  Mr. Anderson said it is intended to provide an incentive to maintain current
volunteers, and to encourage more new volunteers.  Mr. Rex said he does not feel a $300
credit will attract volunteers.

Mr. Anderson briefly reviewed some of the criteria to be met to receive the tax credit.

Michael Boros, Dorseyville Volunteer Fire Department President, and Adam Siemianowski of
Rural Ridge Volunteer Fire Department, said their Departments were not in favor of this.

The public hearing was adjourned at 9:20 pm.
Daniel L. Anderson

Secretary


